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GLOBAL WARMING

Climate change and global warming are a reality that mankind has come to grips with in order to survive. Although “ Global
Warming”’ hasbecomeahousehold term loosely used torefer to problemssuch asdesertification, droughtsor flooding, dependingon
geographic position, theassumption that infactitisan “invention” of the20" centuryisacommon misapprehension. Therehasbeen
global warming - and cooling - for aslongasEarth hasexisted (i.e. morethan 4 billion year s) asisevident from arock recor d showing
alter natingglacial and subtropical totropical deposits. For instance, some 230 million year sago, towar dstheend of the Per mian er a,
global war ming led to a wor ldwide catastr ophe, which only about 15 % of all then living or ganisms survived, leaving a barren and
depopulated Earth torecover slowly from itsimpact. Thenatur al causesbehind thisglobal disaster s(e.g. volcanic activity) still exist
today, and just becauseduring Man’sshort life span of lessthan 100 000 year sthe Earth’sclimate hasbeen compar atively stable, it
doesnot follow that changehasstopped to happen - or that it iIsin our handsto prevent it! All wecan doistry not tomakeit happen too
quickly, soastoensureamenableliving conditionson thisplanet at |least for sometimetocome!

1999-2008 Mean Temperatures Although the climatic change we are experiencing today is

ST, L s no novelty in Earth’shistory, what isdifferent thistimeroundis
the introduction of an entirely new set of contributing factors.
While in the world of 230 million years ago all change, both
good and bad, could be attributed to natural causes, such asvari-
ationsin solar energy output or volcanic eruptions, today Man's
Inventions and Innovations play a significant part in whatever
happens to our planet. Human activities have led to large
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