Climate Change -

the stone tape’

Ancient changes in Earth’s climate system are ‘written in stone’. The nature and properties of dust and
iIce accumulations, lake and ocean sediments, the size, shape and position of dune fields and river ter-
races, sequences of fossil plant and animal assemblages, ancient shorelines, growth lines in corals,
tree rings and carbonate cave formations, and in the archaeological and the written records of ancient
socleties all contain elements of the story.

The history of the human race and its cultures owes much to past climate variability. Understanding
past climates is one step towards understanding how we came to be who we are. No doubt the shape
of our future will be strongly influenced by climate.
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