THE KALAHARI COPPER BELT', CENTRAL NAMIBIA

(COMPILED BY U. SCHREIBER AND V. PETZEL)

The 1.4 to 1.0 Ma Sinclair Supergroup forms a volcano-
sedimentary arc with associated plutonic rocks along the

northwestern edge of the Kalahari Craton, which extends
from the Helmeringhausen-Awasib area to the Gamsberg and
northern Gobabis regions and beyond into Botswana. The
numerous copper-bearing outcrops along this belt have |
attracted the attention of the earliest prospectors since the
middle of the 19" century (Sinclair Mine) and led to the NAMIBIA
name “Kalahari Copper Belt”. Many of the occurrences G@fc@
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were opened up and exploited on a minor scale, but - P@ﬁo@“‘
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with the exception of the Klein Aub Mine, which was é’i\w““ ***********
operated successfully for more than 20 years - proved too

small to be economic. In the Witvler (Inset 1) and Klein 0

Dordabis
Aub (Inset 2) areas, copper occurs 1n the ¢ Walvio Bay P / | KALAHARI DESERT
metasedimentary rocks of the Tsumis Group of late- i |
o . . o . 5 Klein Aub ‘
Sinclair or early-Damara age, while in the Sinclair area
| BOTSWANA

(Inset 3) copper mineralisation 1s hosted within the
volcano-sedimentary Konkiep Group of the Sinclair
Supergroup. North of the Klein Aub area copper 1s also
associated with the older Rehoboth Group as well as

Sinclair/

Helmeringhausen 1 E Sinclair Supergroup & Tsumis Group

‘ / Approximate extent of Kalahari
| % Copper Belt under cover
{ _— Major fault

° |
Luderitz Keetmanshoop !

intrusives of Palaco- to Mesoroterozoic age (Inset 2).

Extent of the Kalahari Copper Belt (modified after Borg, 1987)
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