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Heritage Week Virtual Tour of the exhibition and collections of the 
National Earth Science Museum at the Ministry of Mines & Energy 

 

The National Earth Science Museum at the 

Geological Survey of Namibia showcases 

Namibia’s mineralogical and fossil wealth 

and aims to educate all Namibians and 

tourists to Namibia about the importance of 

Geosciences in our daily lives. At the same 

time the museum facilitates research co-

operations with other institutions all over 

the world. The museum also serves as a 

repository of books, maps, rocks, minerals, 

fossils and meteorites, which provide 

references to those interested in exploiting 

or studying Namibia’s mineral and fossil 

wealth. 

 

The museum is divided into three main 

sections, namely Minerals, Mines and 

Palaeontology. It exhibits a wealth of rock, 

mineral and fossil specimens, and also 

features displays on mineral exploration, 

mining and the varied contributions of 

mining to modern day living.  

The museum provides tours to school 

groups, university groups and anybody who 

makes a prior booking. It participates in 

trade fairs, career fairs, science fairs/weeks 

and the National Science, Engineering and 

Innovation Week. In addition it has and 

continues to host many events, including 

the Omugongo Diamond Show and annual 

Heritage Week. 

The answers to each question can be found next to or below the answering line and are upside 

down. 

Questionnaire: National Earth Science Museum 

1. When was the National Earth Science Museum founded? ____________________ 

answer:  

 

 

1995 
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2. What can the green colour of a mineral tell us? _____________________________ 

answer: 

 

3. Where did the largest meteorite shower occur? ____________________ 

answer:  

 

4. Who discovered the first diamond in Namibia? ____________________  

answer:  

 

At Gibeon in Namibia 

What elements are inside, e.g. copper. 

Zacharias Lewala 
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5. What is the name of the gas field that is located offshore, in southern Namibia? 

____________________ answer:  

 

6. What are gemstones used for? ____________________answer:  

 

 

7. What mineral is abundant in the Oshanas? ____________________ 

answer:  

 

Clay or salt 

Kudu gas field 

Usually for jewellery 
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8. What mineral can you find inside your toothpaste? ____________________answer:  

 

9. What is Zinc used for? ____________________answer:  

 

 

10. Name the oldest mine in Namibia. ____________________answer:  

 

 

Tsumeb Mine 

To make corrugated iron or creams 

Fluorite 
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11. What is the name of the goldmine outside the town of Karibib? __________________ 

answer: 

 

12. Name at least one use of Uranium. ____________________answer:  

 

13. Where in Namibia can you find fossilised tree trunks? ____________________ 

answer:  

 

electricity or nuclear bombs 

Navachab 

Twyfelfontein near Khorixas 
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14. What can fossils tell us? ________________________________________ 

answer:  

 

15. Name at least one dinosaur that was found in Namibia. ____________________ 

answer:  

 

16. Name one difference between a modern and a fossil ostrich egg. 

____________________ answer: 

 

The older egg is more round and large, it has pores are arranged in clusters 

Something about past environments, climates and plant and 

animal diversity 

Massospondylus 
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17. What do the teeth of the small ape, Otavipithecus tell us? ____________________ 

answer:  

 

18. Can you name at least one animal that lived in the Etosha Pan 5 million years ago? 

____________________ answer:  

 

19. Why did our ancestors make stone tools? ____________________ 

answer:  

 

20. Who is currently the minister of Mines and Energy? ____________________ 

answer:  

To use for killing animals, cutting sinew or meat, 

scraping skins, grinding herbs, hammering bones 

open 

Honourable Tom Alweendo 

It ate soft food like berries/fruits and leaves 

Mammoth and crocodile 


